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as cremation, and purificatory death ceremonial, the abolitiort
of inequalities of caste and sex and the reform of marriage, the
conceptions of the community of brave warriors led by their
sanctified preceptor, and of God (Allama) whose very name is;
probably of Muslim origin,25 point unmistakably to the source
of inspiration, that is Islam.]

It is easily comprehensible that after the downfall of their
kingdom and the conquest of their lands by Muslim armies from
the north at the end of the thirteenth century, the reformers,
dismayed by the effects of the schism that they had started,
attempted to bring about a reconciliation with the peoples sur-
rounding them and professing more orthodox views, and, there-
fore, deliberately or compelled by force of circumstances or by
sheer neglect, they mitigated the sharp outlines of their system:
and gradually permitted the reappearance of such features as.
caste to creep in. Thus the Lingayats of today although
still distinct from other Hindu communities are fast becoming
identical with them. The memory of their earlier career and its
vicissitudes is, however, still preserved in the prophecies of
Channabasava who predicted that sixty years after the rule of the
Kalachuris " the great Pitambar will be born by the blessings,
of Siva among the Turks, and his house will reign over this-
country seven hundred and seventy years, demolish Kalyan and
build Kalaburigi " and the country will be called Tarkanya*
But ultimately the great Vasantaraya will rise, who will drive
out the foreigners, rebuild Kalyana, take Chaunna as the Minis-
ter of his realm, and establish the faith.26

The following extracts from the Vachanas attributed to>
Basava illustrate the doctrines of the Lingayats.27

25 Brown:  Teiugu and English Dictionary.
Kittel:   Kannada  and   English   Dictionary.
26Wurth:  Op. cit.,  p.  220.
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